Rebuilding of the Temple

Ezra Chapter 6 

Text: 
Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house of the rolls, 


where the treasures were laid up in Babylon.
Ezra 6:1

A. The Events that Led to “Then”
Then Darius the king made a decree
Ezra 6:1
1. When the Adversaries Sought Alliance with Judah.


a. The Leaders Rejected them.
4:1, 2

i. Ye have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our God
4:3b

ii. We ourselves together will build unto the LORD
4:3c
iii. Cf. The God of heaven, He will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise


 and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem.
Neh. 2:20
b. However, the people of the land broke Rank.
4:4, 5

i. They were Comfortable in their land
Cf. Hag. 1:4, NIV


"Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, 


while this house remains a ruin?"


ii. They had Compromised with others in the land.
II Kgs. 17:23, 24 
cf. Neh. 4:1, 2

iii. They hired Counsellors to frustrate the leaders of Judah.

4:5

iv. Then Ceased the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem.

4:24


So it ceased unto the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia, i.e. 18 years later.


[Note: The Parenthesis in Ezra 4:6-23 – Event happened 80 years later.]

2. When the Adversaries Alleged wrongdoing.
5:1-4

a. Because of the Response to the prophets and Rebuilding of the Temple Started.
5:1-3, NIV cf. Hag. 1:3-12

i. Zechariah and Haggai had Rebuked the Jews in Judah
5:1 Cf. Hag. 1:3-11

ii. Zerubbabel, Joshua and the Remnant had Risen to the challenge.
5:2 cf. Hag. 1:12

b. Because they could not Retard the work until it was Reported to the king.
5:5-10

i. God was Running the project – His eye was on it this time.
5:5

ii. The Adversaries’ copy of their Report.
5:6-10

c. Because of the Reply of God’s Servants. 
5:11-16

i. The People had Provoked the Lord – their Punishment.
5:11, 12

ii. The Permission given by Cyrus to restore the temple – its Suspension.
5:13-16

d. Hence, their Request for a Search.
5:17


Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house…
6:1
B. The Events that Led from “Then”
Then Darius the king made a decree.
Ezra 6:1
1. The Record Confirmed the Decree of Cyrus. 
6:1-5

a. The Search in the House of Rolls – archives stored in the treasury of Babylon
6:1, 2, NIV

i. Not found in the Archives in Babylon, but in Achmetha (Ecbatana) capital of Media.
5:17 cf. 6:2

ii. The Place where Cyrus had spent his summer and Pronounced his decree in 538B.C.

b. The Specifications for the House of God. 
6:3-5

The Ecbatana record was an official “minute” with three missing details.
Ct. 1:1-4
i. The Foundations of the Temple to be strongly laid.
6:3

ii. The Financing of the Project to be from the king’s treasury.
6:4 cf. 6:8-10

iii. The Furniture of the Temple returned to their proper places.
6:5

2. The Ruling to Continue from Darius. 
6:6-12

a. The Adversaries were Prohibited to go near the Project.
6:6, 7

b. They were to Provide materials Paid out from the royal revenue.
6:8, NRSV

c. All the Priests’ Sacrifice needs to be met, and Prayer to be made for the king.
6:9, 10

d. Punishment to any altering the edict or Proceeding to destroy the Temple.
6:11, 12

The Curse of Darius fulfilled in History:

i. Antiochus Epiphanes Died insane three years after Desecrating the Temple in 167B.C.

ii. Herod the Great (37-4B.C.) Glorified himself by extensively added to the Temple and died ingloriously.

iii. The Romans found their empire in Ruins after Razing the Temple in 70A.D.

3. The Rebuilding leading to Completion and Dedication.
6:13-18


Under God’s Sovereign Rule…

a. The Adversaries became the Authorities to Aid the people.
6:13

b. So the Elders Erected and they Prospered because they heeded the Prophets.
6:14a

c. They Completed the building …


i. Under God’s Commandments and under His Commissioned kings.
6:14b, 15

ii. They Celebrated the dedication of the Temple.
6:16-18, NIV

· The Sacrifices of Dedication.
6:17, 17a

· The Sin offerings for each Distinctive tribe – twelve he-goats according 

to the number of the tribes in Israel anticipating a unified Israel.
6:17b

· The Service of God with priests and Levites in their respective Divisions. 
6:18

4. The Restoration of Passover and Cleansing from Defilement.
6:19-22

[Note: Ezra 4:8-6:18 and 7:12-26 written in Aramaic.]

a. First Passover Observed after over 70 years and 900 years after the 1st Passover.
6:19 cf. Jos. 5:10, 11

b. The People who were to observe the Passover.
6:20-21

i. The Purified Priests and Levites.
6:20

ii. The Children of Israel that Came out from the Captivity.
6:21a

iii. The Separated from the Surrounding Gentile nations.
6:21b

iv. Those who Sought the Lord God of Israel
6:21c

c. The Period of Unleavened Bread observed.
6:22

i. There was Joy in the observation.
kept the feast…with joy
· They were now able to keep the Passover on their own Land.

· They were no more under a Gentile Potentate – the Assyrian Empire ended in 609B.C.


King Darius (designated the king of Assyria here) had allowed them to build the Temple.

· They had returned from a 70-year Period of exile in Babylon 

ii. The Lord made them Joyful – 
for the LORD had made them joyful
· They were now in fellowship with the Lord.

· They could now sacrifice unto the Lord.

Con.  
We are now the Temple of God. 


Let us keep this Temple Pure and Praiseworthy for Him.


Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; 

for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
I Cor. 3:16, 17

Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened.

For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us:
I Cor. 5:7
